Novel – Model Answer
Gulliver’s Travels

· Answer the following questions

1) Huge storm/ shipwrecked/ swam to the nearest shore/ fell asleep/woke up to find himself tied down to the ground by the Lilliputians.

2) What he found when he first woke up/ how they held him captive because they were afraid of him.

3) The platform they built to take Gulliver to the king.

4) The platform/ the 600-mattresses bed/ the buildings in Lilliput and the palace.

5) They kept him chained/ he had to promise the king a list of things before he unchained him.

6) Rope jumping/ jumping over the king’s stick/ posts in the government were decided upon how high and steady an official could jump.

7) The 6 promises Gulliver had to give the king (a 2-hour notice before he visits the capital/ how he should carry heavy stuff to help the Lilliputians/ how he must help the king at all times.. etc).

8) Big Endian and Small Endian – an indication to which end one cracked their egg at/ draw a comparison between the conflict between the Big Endians and the Small Endians, and the Catholics and Protestants in England.

9) The 50 hooks he asked the Lilliputians to make, and how he used them to bring back all the Blefuscudian ships.

10) How the law in Lilliput punished the criminals and those who falsely accused innocent people, and how it also rewarded the law-abiding citizens.

11) He made him an official.

12) Explain why Gulliver refused the king’s request in the first place, and how the kind responded to that refusal/ Analyse what their different reactions tell about their characters.

13) Explain how and why things completely changed for Gulliver in Lilliput; after he had been made an official, he was considered a traitor that must be condemned to death!

14) Flimnap/ because he thought his wife was having an affair with Gulliver.

15) Explain how the king’s lords, who were once Gulliver’s friends, were plotting against him when the king decided he was a traitor/ and how the king himself completely changed with Gulliver the moment he stood against one of his wishes.

16) The king’s lords, who were once Gulliver’s friends, along with the king himself, turned against him after his refused the king’s request. They also went on misinterpreting a lot of his actions (urinating on the palace, meeting the Blefuscudian officials.. etc.)

17) First, they condemned Gulliver to death, and then, out of mercy, they decided they should make him blind and starve him to death.

18) Gulliver’s and Reldresal’s relationship (and how he was the one that suggested they should make him go blind, out of mercy), and the King’s and Gulliver’s relationship (how the king considered him an enemy).

19) Because the king of Lilliput and his officials were also good to Gulliver at the beginning, until they believed him to be a traitor later on.

20) The Man-sized boat he found near the shore of Blefuscu; how the Blefuscudian men helped him get it fixed, and how he used it to go back home.

21) Gulliver was the tiny one in Brobdingnag; they were all giants to him, just like he was to the Lilliputians.

22) The white puppy/ the lady that nearly dropped him to his death/ the dwarf/ the monkey.

23) She made him clothes/ she was always there to rescue him from dangerous situations.

24) How he took him to the market to show him to the public and make money out of it.

25) How his farmer master showed him in markets for money as a means of entertainment/ what the dwarf did to him/ how the monkey kidnapped him thinking he was a baby monkey.

26) After the monkey incident, when Gulliver was trying to show his bravery to the king and how he was going to wound approaching animals if they were too close, the king and his friends kept laughing. Immediately, Gulliver related to their attitude saying that they did exactly the same in England whenever anyone, supposedly of a less important family or had less intelligence or education, tried to prove something or speak of themselves in front of English people.

27) He had no mercy whatsoever for Gulliver/ he always showed him in markets restlessly/ he only sold him to the queen because he thought he was about to die.

28) The box they made for Gulliver/ the small boat they made for him, and the water container as well/ the small knives, forks, and spoons they made for him.

29) His country, his history, and his civilization. The king thought there might be something the Brobdingnagians could learn from the English people.
30) Explain how the king does not even believe in war or the reasons behind it/ draw a comparison between what the king of Brobdingnag believed about wars in general and what the king of Lilliput believed in that matter and how he wanted to completely destroy Blefuscu, analyzing what that reveals about both their characters.

31) Explain how Gulliver believed what his country was doing was the right thing, how their political life was the best of all times, and that all the wars have quite justifiable reasons, and then explain how the king of Brobdingnag perceived all of that; how and why he had a contradictory viewpoint of everything Gulliver said.

32) Refer to the corruption found in Lilliput; how the officials were chosen haphazardly based on things that had nothing to do with their political excellence, and the way war was perceived in all three islands; Lilliput, Brobdingnag, and Houyhnhnms.

33) Explain how Gulliver perceived his country’s beliefs and political life; how he was so proud while telling the king about them, and on the other hand, how the king of Brobdingnag thought that these were things to be ashamed of rather than to take pride in.

34) First compare Gulliver to the king of Lilliput (Gulliver did not want to destroy Blefuscu), and then compare the king of Brobdingnag to Gulliver (the king did not believe in war or in England’s political life and morals in general).

35) Yes. He learns a lot about different cultures and he starts seeing life from a different perspective (give examples of how his views were changed, especially after his stay in Houyhnhnms).

36) He got really sick at the beginning when the farmer went on showing him for the public restlessly to make more money.

37) Same as question 36, then add how he sold him to the queen only because he thought he was about to die.

38) The three professors/ they came up with the conclusion that he must be a freak of nature.

39) The box they made him/ the forks, spoons, and knives/ the boat and the water container/ how they rescued him from the monkey.

40) The reason was that the dwarf had been the shortest one at the palace until Gulliver came. How he stuck Gulliver in the bone/ released flies under his nose/ dropped him in a bowl of milk.

41) Compare how the dwarf treated Gulliver to how the monkey treated him when he kidnapped him; the former wanted to get rid of him, while the latter thought of him as a baby that needed to be fed/ how the white puppy was well-trained and did not hurt him.

42) Same as question 26.

43) Explain how and why the king did not even believe in the validity of the English political life; the way they set their laws, the honesty of the people in both Houses, or even in wars or the reasons behind them.

44) He did not escape/ a bird grabbed his box by the hole up high, then it dropped him in the sea till an English ship found him later on.

45) He told her he would get double the money.

46) How they would always discuss the sun and the Earth, and how they spoke of them as people who could actually feel and get sick (the dialogue Gulliver overheard).

47) They could only consider mathematical and musical stuff, to the extent that sometimes they forgot how to practise their everyday life; they needed servants to remind them to look where they were stepping, to respond when talked to... etc./ the ideas they had in their universities (building houses from the top down, making rivers flow upwards… etc.)/ the magnet-like machine they had levitating the whole island above Balnibarbi.

48) Laputa is more complex than Lilliput or Brobdingnag because its strangeness is not based on differences of size, but instead on the primacy of abstract theoretical concerns over concrete practical concerns in Laputan culture. However, physical power is still an important factor in Laputa. Here, power is exercised not through physical size but through technology. The government floats over the rest of the kingdom, using technology to control its subjects. The floating island represents the distance between the government and the people it governs. The king is oblivious to the real concerns of the people below. He has never even been there. The noble men and scientists of the island are also far removed from the people and their concerns. Abstract theory dominates all aspects of Laputan life, from language to architecture to geography.

49) Explain how they were very intelligent, yet they lost most of their social skills/ how students used to eat their studies, and starve on nothing but them, bread and water for three days, which affected their health as well.

50) Swift continues his mockery of academics by describing the projects carried out in the cities below Laputa (like Balnibarbi). The academy serves to create entirely useless projects while the people stare outside its walls. Each project described, such as saving the sunbeams in bottles, is not only false, but also purposeless. Even if its scientific foundation were correct, it would still serve no real purpose for the people meant to gain from it. The result is a society in which science is promoted for no real reason and time is wasted as a matter of course. This again is the use of dramatic irony where the reader knows certainly that those scientific projects are a waste of time while the scientists in the story are striving for success of the experiments.

51) How they summoned the ghosts of Alexander the Great, and Julius Caesar/ what happened then/ what Gulliver thought of them.

52) The people who never died.

53) A horse.

54) The ugliest animals Gulliver had ever seen in any of his travels/ walked on two or four/ hairy/ had a barbarous behavior.

55) They are animals who are naturally vicious and they represent Mankind depraved/ a symbol for morally corrupt humans.

56) They manifest innocent human nature.

57) and 58) Houyhnhnms lived simple lives wholly devoted to reason. They spoke clearly, they acted justly, and 
they had simple laws. Each Houyhnhnm knew what was right and acted accordingly. They were untroubled by greed, politics, or lust. They lived a life of cleanliness and existed in peace and serenity. So perfect was their society, in fact, that they had no concept of a lie, and therefore no word to express it. The only word for evil was "Yahoo”. Swift positioned Gulliver midway — figuratively and literally — between the super-rational, innocent horses (the Houyhnhnms) and the filthy, depraved Yahoos. Gulliver, however, reacted to the Yahoos with immediate and overpowering detestation and was horrified by the Yahoos' similarity to him. He lacked the humility to see himself as a sort of Yahoo. Rather, his pride led him to try to become a horse. Gulliver would try with admirable determination to improve himself; he would try to change himself into a more horse-like state, but he would fail. He was, simply, more of a Yahoo than a Houyhnhnm. For all the above mentioned reasons, Gulliver did not want to leave Houyhnhnms, but the Houys made him leave.

59) Humanity was not going to change/ opinion question.
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· Comment fully on each of the following quotations. (you have to analyse each situation)

1. Reldresal to Gulliver/ when the king unchained him/ explain why the king needed Gulliver unchained.
2. Reldresal to Gulliver/ explaining why Lilliput was in a dangerous situation.
3. Gulliver to Reldresal/ after explaining why Lilliput was in a dangerous situation.
4. The king of Lilliput to Gulliver/ after he won the fight with Blefuscu.
5. Gulliver to the king of Lilliput/ when he ordered him to go back and destroy all of the Blefuscudian ships, which meant that the king would have full control over Blefuscu.
6. Gulliver to his friend/ when he came to tell him what the king and the other lords and officials, including Reldresal, decided about the fate of Gulliver and how they wanted to make him blind and starve him to death.
7. Glumdalclitch to Gulliver/ analyse how the farmer’s attitude showed how greedy he was.
8. The king of Brobdingnag to Gulliver/ when Gulliver told the king about the British history (provide examples).
9. The king of Brobdingnag to Gulliver/ when Gulliver told him about the gunpowder and what it did.
10. The English sailors to Gulliver/ when they found him in his box after spending years with the giant Brobdingnagians (explain why he was shouting).
11. A student at the university to Gulliver/ when Gulliver asked him why he looked sick (analyse the whole situation).
12. The president of Glubbdubdrib to Gulliver/ when they summoned the ghosts of Alexander the Great and Julius Caesar.
13. Gulliver to the Houy Master/ when the master was telling Gulliver about the Yahoos and their behavior as in contrast with the Houys.
14. Gulliver to the Houy Master/ when the master told him that he had to go back to his home since he was not as Houy, neither was he a Yahoo (explain why he did not want to go back home).
